
           Board of County Commissioners - Staff Report 

Organizational Excellence * Environmental Stewardship * Vibrant Community * Economic Sustainability 
 

Matters from Staff Agenda Item # 

 

Meeting Date:     November 1, 2016     Presenter:     Lt. Slade Ross 
Submitting Dept:    Teton County Sheriff’s Office   Subject:      Helicopter Agreement for   
SAR Services 
 
 
Statement / Purpose:  Consideration of approval of agreement with Hillsboro Aviation for helicopter services for Teton 
County Sheriff’s Office Search and Rescue (SAR). 
 
Background / Description (Pros & Cons):   Teton County Sheriff’s Office put out a RFP for helicopter services for SAR 
pursuant to Teton County policy for three weeks and received two bids in response.  One from Hillsboro Aviation, who 
has been our contractor for several years and one from Helicopter Express, a contractor who flies for GTNP.  Both 
companies are known by our SAR team and would be acceptable contractors for our purposes.  The bids were publicly 
opened on October 10, 2016, at approximately 9:08 AM at the Teton County Search and Rescue building.  The bids were 
evaluated by a five person committee on October 11, 2016, after each person had individually and independently scored 
the proposals.  Hillsboro Aviation was unanimously the contractor of choice as evidenced through the objective scoring 
system used.  The SAR helicopter services are contracted from November 1, 2016, through May 31, 2017.   
  
Stakeholder Analysis & Involvement:  A five person committee evaluated the proposals using a RFP score 
sheet that evaluated; conformance to requirements of bid, qualifications and experience, cost and Wyoming 
bidder bonus.  
 
Fiscal Impact:   Hillsboro Aviation’s rates for SAR services are as follows:  $209,300 yearly base rate ($29,900 per month 
as the contract is only seven (7) months); $1,265 Training Flight hourly rate, $3,485 Search and Rescue hourly flight rate; 
$2,445 Non-Rescue use hourly flight rate and $1.80 per mile Fuel Support vehicle rate.  This is approximately $96,000 less 
for the yearly base rate than the Helicopter Express bid.  The Hillsboro Aviation prices also reflect a decrease of $100 per 
month and $85 per hour less for training flight hours as compared to last year’s contract.  This contract may be renewed 
for two additional one-year terms.    
   
 
Staff Impact:     Minimal, we have used the contractor in the past and most procedures are well understood by both. 
 
Legal Review:     Deputy County Attorney Erin Weisman  
 
Staff Input / Recommendation:       
 
Attachments:     1. Hillsboro Aviation proposal  

2. Helicopter Express proposal  
3. Proposed Search and Rescue Helicopter Agreement with Hillsboro Aviation. 
4. Hillsboro Aviation base pricing sheet 

 
 
Suggested Motion: :    I move to award the Search and Rescue helicopter services bid to Hillsboro Aviation and further 
move to approve the Search and Rescue Helicopter Agreement with Hillsboro Aviation.   
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