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County to proactively address wildlife and roads  
 

Jackson, Wyo. – Oct. 4, 2016 –  As Teton County’s population grows, so too does the impact of traffic on 
wildlife. Today, Teton County commissioners took a significant step to mitigate that impact by officially 
embarking on a Wildlife Crossings Master Plan process. 
 
Commissioners unanimously approved a contract 
with the Western Transportation Institute (WTI) 
to develop a plan to ensure Jackson Hole’s wildlife 
populations can move safely throughout their 
habitat, while also decreasing the chance of 
dangerous vehicle-wildlife collisions throughout 
the county. 

“This project addresses two very important Teton 
County goals -- sustaining a healthy ecosystem 
and ensuring public safety,” Chair Barbara Allen said. “We want to say thank you to staff and the 
stakeholder team for their hard work in getting to this point.”  

The master plan will set priorities for road crossings in specific locations, define the measures that will 
be most effective, identify potential sources of funding, and propose methods for monitoring crossings 
in the future to assess their success.  

WTI’s work will take place over the course of the next year. The consultants will develop proposals in 
conjunction with significant public input, which will be drawn from open meetings, as well as from a 
Teton County advisory group and key stakeholders, including the Wyoming Department of 
Transportation, Wyoming Game and Fish Department, Bridger-Teton National Forest, Teton 
Conservation District, the National Elk Refuge, Grand Teton National Park, and nonprofit organizations 
that have been studying these issues in Jackson Hole.  

Teton County’s advisory group chose WTI for the $100,000 contract based on the consulting group’s 
expertise, as well as its extensive local experience. The Montana-based consulting team is a global 
leader in wildlife crossings research and will apply cutting-edge concepts in road ecology and mitigation 
technologies to the specific conditions and considerations at play in Teton County, according to WTI’s 
project proposal. 

“We are anxious to get this critical part of the process started so that we can prioritize projects and 
begin to figure out ways to fund and build projects that can make a real difference here,” said Amy 
Ramage, Teton County engineering manager. 
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