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Snow King Hill Climb to Honor  
Emergency Responders Lost on 9/11 

Jackson, Wyo. – Aug. 25, 2016 – Emergency responders climbed the stairs of the World Trade Center on 
Sept. 11, 2001, to save lives and to not leave anyone behind. On Sept. 7, 2016, Jackson Hole emergency 
responders will climb Snow King to remember that selfless act of courage.  

Residents and visitors are encouraged to join Jackson Hole Fire/EMS at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 7, 
for a hike up Snow King to pay tribute to the 411 emergency workers who gave their lives on 9/11. 
Typically performed in larger cities across the country as a stair climb, the memorial event allows 
participants to pay tribute by climbing or walking the equivalent of the 110 stories of the World Trade 
Center.  

“One hundred and ten stories using the parking structure would be a lot of laps, so in typical Jackson 
Hole format, we are going to utilize our town hill,” said Jackson Hole Fire/EMS Battalion Chief Brian Coe, 
who is spearheading the event. “We thought we could make this special in our own right – for Jackson 
Hole to have our own spot as we take the time to remember the sacrifice. It seems like the right thing to 
do. It’s a great way to be able to honor the 9/11 emergency responders as well as the other countless 
lives that were lost or affected.” 

In addition to the Snow King climb, the Jackson Hole emergency response community will continue to 
hold an annual 9/11 memorial flag ceremony. This year’s flag ceremony takes place on the Town Square 
at 8 a.m. on Sunday, Sept. 11, the 15th anniversary of the World Trade Center attack.  

Coe noted that there’s a generation of people who weren’t born when 9/11 happened – people who 
may not be aware of the impact of those events on our world today or of the sacrifice made by the 
emergency responders who were willing to risk their lives for others. Coe was in college, but he still 
remembers the feelings of helplessness in watching events play out, and he remembers the desire to 
help in whatever way possible, such as by standing in line to give blood. It’s one of the reasons Coe 
decided to join the emergency response community as a professional.  

“It affected us and changed us,” Coe said.  

Coe hopes the hill climb will become an annual event that is special to all in the Jackson Hole 
community. He has no expectations in terms of the number of people who will participate. 

“If there are two people or 1,000 people, the expectation is for those that are there to be able to utilize 
this if not to heal a piece of their heart that was hurt on that morning of 9/11, then to lend a piece of 
that healing of themselves to those that have been affected by this in an even greater way,” Coe said. “It 
gives us an opportunity to not forget.” 


