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Hot, dry weather compels Teton County to join 
 federal agencies in fire restrictions 

 

Jackson, Wyo. – Aug. 2, 2016 – Teton County is joining federal land agencies and neighboring counties 
in placing partial restrictions on campfires, refuse burning and other activities that could spark a wildfire. 

By unanimous approval of a resolution on Tuesday, the Teton County Board of County Commissioners 
agreed to instate partial open-fire restrictions beginning just after midnight, in recognition of warm, dry 
weather and a number of recent “Red Flag” fire weather warnings. 

“Fire danger is ‘very high’ right now, and the potential for fire starts has increased significantly,” said 
Jackson Hole Fire/EMS Chief Willy Watsabaugh. “We have worked very hard with the other agencies to 
ensure we all go into restrictions at the same time to avoid confusion among jurisdictions.”  

The Bridger-Teton National Forest, Grand Teton National Park and High Desert District of the Bureau of 
Land Management announced on Monday that partial fire restrictions are beginning on federal lands on 
Wednesday at 12:01 a.m. The Bighorn National Forest put restrictions in place on July 29, and Sublette 
and Lincoln counties are expected to implement restrictions this week. 

Under Teton County’s fire restrictions, open burning must meet the following conditions: 

 Burning must only be conducted with approved appliances and in areas with at least 10 feet of 
clearance from combustibles, including grass, trees, structures and vehicles. 

 Fires must be covered with a minimum ¼-inch screen at all times. 

 Campfires are allowed only within established fire rings at designated campgrounds. Charcoal 
fires within enclosed grills are permitted, and home fire pits and bowls are permitted, as long as 
they are used with a maximum ¼-inch screen spark arresters. 

 Fires must be under watch at all times, with a deployable water source nearby. 

 Fires must be doused and put out completely when burning is finished.  

 The ongoing fireworks ban remains in effect. 
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Fire Marshal Kathy Clay encourages residents and visitors to do without fires until moisture returns to 
the valley. 
 
“It is just not worth the risk,” Clay said. “Vegetation is very receptive to fire, and this has been a windy 
season. Gusty winds can grow a fire rapidly.”  
 
Teton County fire information can be found online at www.TetonWyo.org/fire. Information on the 
federal lands’ fire restrictions, including allowable camping stoves, is available at www.tetonfires.com. 
 
For questions about Teton County’s open-burning restrictions, Jackson Hole Fire/EMS can be reached at 
(307) 733- 4732. To notify authorities of a planned burn, please call the county’s dispatch office at (307) 
733-2331.  
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