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SPET Project

One of the first steps to accomplish the JHESP 
goal of reducing energy use in every building in our 
commu¬nity is to retrofit our public facilities. 
 
Public facilities represent the highest percentage of 
energy use in the community. Energy for town and 
county facilities is funded through taxpayer dollars.

The JHESP project will provide funding to conduct 
energy efficiency audits and retrofits in public and 
special district facilities to maximize energy efficien-
cy and obtain the largest energy and cost savings pos-
sible. Funds may also be used to implement renewable 
energy technologies that would also reduce consump-
tion of electricity.

Eligible public facilities will include all town and 
county owned facilities as well as specials districts in-
cluding public schools, libraries, the Recreation Cen-
ter, parks, the Fairgrounds, all water provision sys-
tems and waste water treatment.

The JHESP is part of Jackson Hole’s commitment 
to conservation which also includes efforts like the 
Reduce-Reuse-Recycle Campaign, the Teton Sustain-
ability Project and the 10 x 10 Jackson Hole Project.

The JHESP is an effort to transform Jackson Hole 
into a model of energy efficiency and innovation for 
ourselves for future generations.

Starting this year, Lower Valley Energy’s power sup-
plier will charge higher rates for increased electricity 
demand.  Because LVE is a cooperative, every kilo-
watt-hour (kWh) used in the community, regardless 
of who uses it, costs each and every LVE customer.

Without energy conservation measures, we will 
spend more than $135 million over the next two de-
cades in additional energy costs.  This cost increase 
will affect everything from the price of a gallon of 
milk to the cost of housing. 

The Challenge

What is JHESP?
The Jackson Hole Energy Sustainability Proj-
ect’s (JHESP) mission is to reduce energy use and 
avoid high energy costs for our community and our 
residents.  We can save tens of millions of dollars 
through energy-conserving behavior and making 
our homes and buildings more energy efficient.  

Teton County, the Town of Jackson, and 
Lower Valley Energy have entered into a part-
nership which is committed to reducing our 
energy load growth through conservation and 
distributed renewable energy generation



If approved, the JHESP will work with Lower Val-
ley Energy auditors to conduct energy audits on other 
eligible public facilities which may have the poten-
tial for better return on investment. If measures with 
higher energy and cost savings are identified, these 
will be implemented in place of the measures cur-
rently on the list. LVE working in cooperation with 
JHESP consultants, New Energy Cities, will help 
identify the best measures to implement.

The JHESP will conduct a bidding process and will 
work with the facility management staffs to contract 
for the completion of the selected measures. LVE will 
assist with quality assurance as work is completed.

How It Will Work

facilities, special districts including the schools and 
the hospital. 

At this time the JHESP has a list of previously audit-
ed facilities with recommended energy savings mea-
sures. These include funding major energy efficiency 
improvements at the Waste Water Treatment Plant 
which are estimated to save over 1 million kilowatt 
hours. 

The Specific Purpose Excise Tax is an optional 
sales tax paid by visitors and residents on all 
goods, other than food, purchased within the 
county. The sales tax allows local government 
to provide community services and facilities 
that would otherwise be funded through bonds 
or an increased mill levy on property taxes.  It 
is estimated that visitors pay between 50-60% 
of all sales tax collected in Teton County.

What is SPET?

Does the amount I pay in sales tax increase if any or 
all of these projects are approved by the voters? 

The SPET is an existing tax.  The number of 
projects approved does not impact the amount 
of sales tax paid, but rather the number of years  
the tax is collected before new projects are put 
forward to the voters.  If none of the propos-
als obtain a majority of the vote, the tax would 
end.

How long will it take to pay for this project? 

Based on current annual sales tax revenue col-
lected, approximately $10 million is being raised 
by the 6th cent. That means it would take ap-
proximately 4-5 months to pay for the JHESP 
project.  If not all are approved by the voters, 
the tax collection time period will be reduced, 
but the tax amount will remain the same.    

Please visit www. JHESP.com 
for more information.


